We examined the net production, decomposition, and microbial utilization of the seagrass Halophila decipiens during a 6. 
in buried bags and 17.5 mg C g -1 AFDW in surface bags. Using bacterial production averaged for the 6.5 d, we estimate that only about 0.26% of the daily detrital input from H. decipiens is converted daily into bacterial biomass attached to the degrading plant material. We conclude that, unless the bacterial community on H. decipiens detritus were to use the organic matter more efficiently and were heavily grazed upon, attached bacteria would not make a significant contribution to a deposit-feeding detritivore's energy demands.
